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the occasion of the Balkan Conference in Bukarest,
Titulescu read a communique composed by the Foreign
Ministers of Greece, Turkey and Rumania. It was just a
vague general statement and I asked Titulescu whether
he had anything more to add to it. He replied to me and
to the other journalists: * Now, if we told you every-
thing, all diplomacy would go to the devil/ And as I
glanced at my notes of the communique, he added:
* And don't forget to write that I said so.* It was often
the practice of Titulescu, as of Clemenceau, to divert
attention from the seriousness of a situation by a timely
joke. Yet we knew that the anti-Russian Titulescu had
taken up the course of recognition, although he later
returned to his anti-Russian attitude. His services however
in the cause of the recognition of Russia must not be under-
estimated. That the efforts of Russia and Rumania did not
lead to a friendly understanding between the two
countries is largely due to the Government of Octavian
Goga, who did much to destroy Rumania's self-respect.
However this may be, there was much hostility against
Soviet Russia. Despite their racial and religious affinity,
the Yugoslavs were never able to muster much enthusiasm
for the Russians. As for the Bulgarians, they had hung
Communists in crowds in the Zanko afiair of 1925.
Throughout the Balkans, where Communism had easily
spread, it was ruthlessly suppressed. Nor would Com-
munism have won many supporters in Czechoslovakia
if freedom of speech and the Press had not driven a part
of the opposition into its ranks. By recognising Soviet
Russia, Benes had taken the wind out of the sails of the